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Dear Mr. Brown: 


In response to your several letters regarding environmental sensi- 
tivity, I wish to assure you that I am sympathetic to the plight 

of persons suffering from any kind of health impairment, including 
illnesses attributed to sensitivities to foods, chemicals and 
environmental substances. I must point out, however, that my 
Department's position and activities must, of necessity, respect the 
mandates of provincial health and social services departments which 
have the responsibility for the provision and delivery of health and 
social services to Canadians. 


The Province of Ontario has addressed the issue of illness attri- 
buted to sensitivities to substances in the environment by commis- 
sioning the Thomson Report, and by appointing the Zimmerman 
Committee to review this report and its recommendations. The 
Province has informed my officials that it has recently released 
the findings of the Zimmerman Committee, recommending research 
into the prevalence and diagnosis of environmental sensitivities. 


In line with its mandate, my Department's efforts address issues 
which include amongst others, pollution abatement in air, food and 
water. Examples of this include programmes on indoor air quality, 
drinking water quality and regulatory programmes to control exposure 
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to food additives and pesticide residues in foods. In carrying out 
its health protection mandate, my Department works very closely with 
other federal Ministries such as the Departments of Agriculture and 
of the Environment, as well as with appropriate provincial 
Ministries to ensure the well-being of Canadians. 


Yours truly, 


—_ =. 


Jake Epp 


